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By ANNA PRICE

esidents lobbying for a new high school in
R Christchurch’s fast-growing north-east are

upbeat after their petition and proposal
was presented to a parliamentary select
committee last Wednesday.

If the proposal succeeds, the push would be on
for what would be a high-decile school to be
opened as early as February 2012.

The case was presented to the Education and
Science Select Committee chaired by Labour’s
education spokesman Trevor Mallard by
Christchurch east-based National MP Aaron
Gilmore.

Parklands Residents’ Association’s North East
Secondary Education (NESE) committee member
Amanda Williams said the group was well-
received.

“Mr Mallard took a keen interest in the issue,
being familiar with the area’s historic struggle to
achieve a local high school,” she said.

During the presentation, MPs were receptive to
the social benefits of a local high school for the

.. local community as well as adjacent communities.

“The select committee took a strong interest in
the large number of children attending local
primary schools,” Mrs Williams said.

The case for a local high school is focused
around pupil numbers, community social needs
and environmental sustainability.

The 33-page proposal drawn up by the
residents’ group used current figures showing
around 2500 children across six primary schools
were waiting in the wings for a high school in the
zone identified by the 8083 post code.

A housing explosion and a soaring birth rate
had pushed local primary schools to near-capacity
with 2800 pupils expected within the next six
years, spiralling to more than 4000 by 2025. A
further 3500 houses were planned.

The parliamentary committee was impressed
with the NESE’s “preparation, presentation and
knowledge” — and acknowledged that the need for
a new high school was becoming evident, Mrs
Williams said.

Local Ministry of Education representatives
were present to answer the select committee’s
questions. More detailed information was sought
on some points. The select committee will make its
recommendations to Education minister Anne
Tolley.
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FOR A LONG TIME.

Buy any of these Blowers and we’ll upgrade it to a versatile
Shredder-Vac-Blower for no extra cost.
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BG 56 Blower SA ,;\'-.j'l"’. 5H 56 ShredderVac

Airflow 730mh,
Environmentally
friendly engine.

Airflow 710m*/h
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SH 86 ShradderVac
Airflow 770m*h
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SHE 81 Electric Shreddervac
230w, Airflow B50m

BG 86 Blower
Airflow 810mh,
Full anti-vibration
system
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BGE 81 Electric Blower §9 4 2
230w, Airflow 780mh

2623955AA

SERVICE + SELECTION = VALUE

0.M.C. POWER EQUIPMENT

incorporating Opawa Mowers & Chainsaws

Omega 3
Odourless
Fish Oil
1000mg

200 caps

SPECIAL

$19.99

Normal retail

$33.55

BASTIN’S PHARMACY LTD

Cnr Cranford Street and Innes Road
Phone 355-9265, Fax 355-6857

2586949AA

the breakthrough generation

destiny Chu’r‘/ch¢

\__700 GASSON STREET, CHRISTCHURCH )
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Sundays 10am & 6.00pm

Superchurch with a.
SUPERPASTOR!
ARANUI HIGH SCHOOL
Shortland Street, Aranui
CHRISTCHURCH

'

Watch Bishop Brian Tamaki on TV3
every Wednesday morning at 6am!!
Also watch Bishop every Wednesday at 7pm

~and also Sunday evenings at 8pm!
www.destinychurch.org.nz or www.streamingfaith.org.nz

Phone (03) 354 1017

Beehive buzz: Parklands Residents’ Group North East
Secondary Education sub-committee members, from
left, Elissa Smith, Angela Wilson, Bridget Hanrahan,
Kerri Rowlands, Greg Morehouse, Steve Hill, Amanda
Williams on the steps of parliament last week.

NEW BRIGHTON
MARKET

SAT 15" MAY 9AM-2PM (IF FINE)
NEW BRIGHTON MALL

Music Hall and Cockney Songs:
Fat Boy and Slim - 11am and 1pm
Topia - 12pm

2457739AD

ORGANISED BY THE NEW BRIGHTON
PROJECT, PHONE 388 9920

YAKINIKU SUNSHINE #%
JAPANESE STYLE TABLE BBQ

1. Choose your favourite meat & side. Wt &=
2. Grill it on charcoal fire table.
3. Enjoy it with a glass of wine. e
- FREE 2 glasses of wine when you order a Course Menu
or over $50 charcoal BBQ menu

30 different kinds of La Carte menu available
Lunch special meal
vice, soup an OI‘IIY $ 1 0

side dishes (12-2:30pm)

See more at: www.sunshinebbgrestaurant.co.nz

Meals inchude

10 years Yakiniku career in Japan & 8 years in NZ

ARMAGH ST

B

GLOUCESTER ST

Open 6 Days Tues-Sun: 12noon-late
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131 Gloucester St
Gloucester Arcade
Phone: 366 6553

MANCHESTER ST

2423269AB



